The purposes of NEPA are:
To declare a national policy which will
encourage productive and enjovable
harmony between man and his environment;
to promote efforts which will prevent or
eliminate damage to the environment and
biosphere and stimulate the health and
welfare of man; to enrich the understanding
of the ecological systems and natural
resources important to the Nation; and fo
establish a Council on Environmental
Quality. Sec. 2 [42 USC § 4321]

NEPA contains provisions to include cultural
resources by adhering to the National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA). NHPA was enacted
to protect the Nation’s historical resources from
mounting development and expansion pressures
by establishing a comprehensive national
historic preservation policy.
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BIA NEPA
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ENVIRONMENTAL
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DISTRICT Tossioisavms (520) 430-4780

For additional information on NEPA and NHPA,
visit the following websites:

www.epa.gov/compliance/nepa/

www.achp.gov/nhpa.html
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Gila River Indian Community
(GRIC)

Steps to Obtaining Your Home Site Lease
on Allotted Lands

1. Initiate Application

The applicant must contact the Bureau of Indian
Affairs/Real Estate Services (BIA RES) to initiate
home site lease application. A feasible site is
located and a Consent Form is prepared. The
applicant is then responsible for obtaining the
landowner’s consent. Once complete, the form is
returned to the BIA RES.

2. Survey Plats

Once the consent form is completed, the BIA RES
will prepare a Survey Request 1o be delivered to the
GRIC Land Use Planning and Zoning Office
(LUPZ). The GRIC surveyors will conduct a
survey of your home site. The survey plat is then
forwarded to BIA RES for review. The acceptable
survey plat is then forwarded to the GRIC Cultural
Resource Management Program (CRMP) to initiate
the NEPA clearance.

3 NEPA Process

NEPA stands for National Environment Policy Act.
It involves compliance with the following:

I. Cultural Resources Assessment

The GRIC Cultural Resource Management
Program (CRMP) conducts a cultural resources
survey to determine that there are no artifacts
or other cultural resources at the proposed
home site. The Historic Preservation Officer
(SHPO) reviews the cultural resource survey.

Concurrence is automatic if no cultural
properties are present.
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1I. Hydrology & Flood Potential Assessment

The BIA-PAO Hydrologist will conduct surveys to
ensure the proposed home site is not in an existing
flood or drainage plain. Flood protection
measures for home site construction may be
recommended.

I1I. Biology Assessment

A GRIC Biologist conducts a biological survey
to ensure there are no endangered plant or
animal species, or critical habitat at the proposed

home site.
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IV. Environmental Quality Assessment

The GRIC Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) will conduct an
environmental quality survey to ensure
there are no hazardous materials and
solid waste at the proposed home site.

V. FONSI (NEPA process is complete)

If your home site is clear of cultural,
hydrological, biological or environmental
issues, a Finding of No Significant
Impact (FONSI) is prepared and
forwarded back to the BIA
Superintendent for approval.

4. Home Site Lease

The original signed FONSI is forwarded to
the BIA RES. If all regulatory conditions are
met, a home site lease is prepared and
forwarded to the Superintendent for approval.
Once approved a copy is provided to the
lessee. The original lease is forwarded to the
Land Titles and Records Office in
Albuquerque, New Mexico, for recording.

Background Information

Why does all this have to happen? The
development of a home site on allotted land
falls under the BIA trust responsibility, which
makes it a federal undertaking. Any federal
undertaking or funding is subject to National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
compliance.



